
5. PROTECTION OF PET ANIMALS 

Sixty-two percent of all U.S. households include 

one or more companion animals (according to 

2011-2012 National Pet Owners Survey). Most 

often they are dogs and cats, but horses, birds, 

rabbits, goats, gerbils, snakes, rats, mice, fish, 

amphibians and other species also share our 

homes and our lives. It is estimated that there are around 60 million owned dogs and 64 million 

owned cats in the European Union. One in 3 households own pets, mainly dogs and cats. For most 

people they belong to the family but an important number of abandoned animals, end up in shelters 

or on the street and many get euthanized each year. The EU has laws to protect companion animals 

for health reasons and traceability. It requires dogs, cats and ferrets which are travelling with their 

owners and passing borders to be identified, vaccinated and have a pet passport.  

Often companion animals are our best friends and help make the family complete. When asked to 

list the 10 most important individuals in their lives, 7- and 10-year-old children included an average 

of two pets on their lists. In another survey, 42% of 5-year-old children spontaneously mentioned 

their pets when asked, "Whom do you turn to when you are feeling sad, angry, happy, or wanting to 

share a secret?" Pets not only provide love and affection - they may even help keep us well. Recent 

studies have linked pet ownership to lower blood pressure, reduced stress, less incidence of heart 

disease, and lower overall health care costs. In short, companion animals make us happier and 

healthier.  

So, it is important to take care of companion animals and protect them from harm. In many cases, 

people who want to share their life with a companion animal buy a puppy who has been bred in a 

puppy mill, or a bird who has been kidnapped from his or her natural environment or bred under 

inhumane conditions for the pet bird trade. It is important to attend to companion animal needs - 

not only when we are at home, but also when we are away. Whatever the species, we have to plan 

for their care when we travel - whether they come along or stay behind with a pet-sitter. Not all 

human guardians take proper care of their animals; one of neglectful behaviors is for example 

chaining dogs for long periods of time. Another negative phenomenon is the existence of puppy 

mills. Puppy mills are operations where people breed large numbers of dogs to sell in the commercial 

pet trade. They are also places where profits take precedence over animal welfare. Breeding animals 

typically spend their entire lives confined in small, barren wire cages.    

 



Suggestions for How to Be a Good Pet Owner 

• Research what type of pet is best suited for your family’s personality and lifestyle. Dogs require 

more attention, time and energy than cats do, so if you don’t enjoy walks or hikes in the 

outdoors a cat may be more your style. Breed characteristics differ as well. Some pets require 

daily brushing and grooming, others don’t require nearly as much. 

• Train your dog for obedience. Behavior problems are the biggest reason why dogs enter animal 

shelters.  

• Apply house rules consistently.  When your pet knows what to expect from his behavior, he will 

be much more inclined to do more of what you approve of and less of what you don’t. 

• Limit treats to training rewards. This is an excellent way to make sure your dog views treats as 

special rather than expected. It’s also helpful in keeping your pet from becoming overweight or 

obese.  

• Socialize your pet. Lack of proper socialization can result in inappropriate fears, aggressive 

behavior, general timidity, and a host of other behavior problems. The ideal time for socialization 

is between three and 12 weeks for dogs; between two and eight weeks for cats. 

• Help your pet be as active as nature intended. Exercise and play time are necessary for your 

pet’s mental and physical well-being, so give your pet opportunities to be physically active. 

 

Sources:                                                                                                                           

http://awionline.org/content/companion-animals-0                                                                           

http://awionline.org/content/dogs-cats                                                                        

http://eurogroupforanimals.org/what-we-do/category/companion-animals/companion-animals 

http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2010/11/16/tips-for-responsible-pet-ownership.aspx 

http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13776&Itemid=4664 

 

 

  



1. Circle a, b or c to complete the sentences. 

 

1) ____________ any pets? 

a Have you  b Do you  c Do you have 

2) My dog ____________ trainings. 

a doesn´t like  b don´t like  c doesn´t likes 

3) I ____________ my dog when it´s raining. 

a don´t never walk b never walk  c walk never 

4) A What ____________? B I´m reading a book on animal welfare. 

a you are doing  b do you do  c are you doing 

5) When I got home my cat ____________ on the sofa. 

a was sleeping  b were sleeping  c was slepping 

6) The puppy doesn´t want ____________ to eat. It must be ill! 

a nothing  b anything   c something 

7) A When ____________ your pet to the veterinarian? B Last week.     

a do you take  b have you taken c did you take 

8) A ____________ visited a poultry farm? B No, never. 

a Have you ever b Did you ever   c Were you ever 

 

2. Translate the following phrases from the text. The first letters have been given. 

a) patřit k rodině   b_________________ to the f_____________  

b) opuštěná zvířata   a_________________  a__________________ 

c) skončit v útulku   e_________________ up in s______________ 

d) chránit před újmou   p_________________ f_____ h____________ 

e) nelidské podmínky   i_________________  c__________________ 

f) nedbalé chování   n_________________  b_________________ 

g) charakteristika plemene/rasy b_________________   ch________________ 

 

3. Fill in the gaps with the proper form of the word. 

It is ………………………….. (estimate) that there are around 60 million owned dogs and 64 million owned 

cats in the ………………………….. (Europe) Union. One in 3 households own pets, mainly dogs and cats. 



For most people they belong to the family but an ………………………….. (importance) number of 

abandoned animals, end up in shelters or on the street and many get ………………………….. (euthanasia) 

each year. The EU has laws to …………………………..(protective) companion animals for health reasons 

and traceability. It requires dogs, cats and ferrets which are travelling with their ………………………….. 

(own) and ………………………….. (pass) borders to be identified, ………………………….. (vaccination) and 

have a pet passport.  

4. Translate the following sentences into English. 

 

I. Domácí zvířata často končí v útulcích, protože jejich majitelé se o ně nechtějí starat. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

II. Je nezbytné vybrat si takovou rasu, která je vhodná pro naši rodinu. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

III. Zvířata musejí být očkována, když cestují přes hranice. 

       __________________________________________________________________________ 

IV. Evropská unie má různé zákony, které se zabývají ochranou domácích zvířat. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

V. Kde je tu nejbližší veterinární ordinace?  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  



VOCABULARY 

abandon /əˈbændən/ opustit, zanechat 

according to /əˈkɔː(r)dɪŋ ˌtuː/ podle, v závislosti na 

affection /əˈfekʃ(ə)n/ náklonnost, city 

approve /əˈpruːv/ schvalovat, souhlasit 

attend to /əˈtend/ zajistit, postarat se 

average /ˈæv(ə)rɪdʒ/ průměr, průměrný 

barren /ˈbærən/ holý, pustý 

belong /bɪˈlɒŋ/ patřit, náležet 

chain /tʃeɪn/ řetěz, pouta, připoutat 

complete /kəmˈpliːt/ naprostý, úplný, dokončit 

differ /ˈdɪfə(r)/ lišit se, rozcházet se v názoru 

estimate /ˈestɪmeɪt/ odhadnout, odhad 

ferret /ˈferɪt/ fretka 

gerbil /ˈdʒɜː(r)b(ə)l/ pískomil 

groom /ɡruːm/ hřebelcovat, česat 

guardian /ˈɡɑː(r)diən/ strážce, ochránce 

harm /hɑː(r)m/ ublížení, ublížit 

household /ˈhaʊsˌhəʊld/ domácnost 

incidence /ˈɪnsɪd(ə)ns/ výskyt, četnost 

incline /ɪnˈklaɪn/ přiklánět se, tíhnout k 

inhumane /ˌɪnhjuːˈmeɪn/ nelidský, krutý 

kidnap /ˈkɪdnæp/ unést 

lack /læk/ nedostatek, postrádat 

neglectful /nɪˈɡlektf(ə)l/ nedbalý 

obedience /nɪˈɡlektf(ə)l/ poslušnost 

precedence /ˈpresɪdəns/ přednost, nadřazenost 

puppy /ˈpʌpi/ štěně 

reward /rɪˈwɔː(r)d/ odměna, odměnit 

spontaneous /spɒnˈteɪniəs/ spontánní, nenucený 

survey /ˈsɜː(r)veɪ/ průzkum, zkoumat 

timidity /tɪˈmɪdəti/ plachost, nesmělost 

traceable /ˈtreɪsəb(ə)l/ zjistitelný 

treat /triːt/ pamlsek 

whether…or /ˈweðə(r)/ ať už…nebo 

wire /ˈwaɪə(r)/ drátek, přidrátovat 

 

 


