
10. ANIMAL WELFARE AND RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS 

There are hundreds of organizations dealing with animal welfare and animal rights. Some of them are 

local, whereas some have global impact with offices all around the world. Very often, the 

organizations started as small groups of enthusiasts focusing on a particular problem in their region; 

however, they have gradually grown and developed into influential institutions and play an 

important role in helping animals in need. Below are examples of three organizations which influence 

animal populations worldwide.         

 

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR ANIMAL WELFARE (IFAW)  

“Founded in 1969, the International Fund for Animal Welfare saves individual 

animals, animal populations and habitats all over the world. With projects in 

more than 40 countries, IFAW provides hands-on assistance to animals in need, 

whether it is dogs and cats, wildlife and livestock, or rescuing animals in the 

wake of disasters. We also advocate saving populations from cruelty and 

depletion, such as our campaign to end commercial whaling and seal hunts. It 

has been more than 40 years since a small group of concerned citizens banded 

together to stop Canada’s cruel commercial seal hunt. We have since grown into 

the most effective international organisation specializing in saving animals in 

crisis around the world. Today, IFAW works to protect animals in more than 40 countries - where we 

have identified both critical need and exemplary local partners.”  

(Quoted from: http://www.ifaw.org/european-union/node/10, http://www.ifaw.org/european-

union/node/66) 

 

ANIMAL WELFARE INSTITUTE (AWI)  

“Since its founding in 1951, AWI has sought to alleviate the suffering 

inflicted on animals by people. In the organization's early years, our 

particular emphasis was on the desperate needs of animals used for 

experimentation. In the decades that followed, we expanded the scope 

of our work to address many other areas of animal suffering. Today, 

one of our greatest areas of emphasis is cruel animal factories, which 

raise and slaughter pigs, cows, chickens and other animals.  Another 

major AWI effort is our quest to end the torture inflicted on furbearing 

animals by steel jaw leghold traps and wire snares. AWI continues its work to protect animals in 

laboratories including promotion of development of non-animal testing methods and prevention of 

painful experiments on animals. Representatives of AWI regularly attend meetings of the Convention 

on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora to fight for protection of 

threatened and endangered species. Similarly, we attend meetings of the International Whaling 

Commission to preserve the ban on commercial whaling.”  

Through engagement with scientists, industry, and the public, AWI seeks to: 

 •Abolish factory farms, support high-welfare family farms, and achieve humane slaughter for 

animals raised for food; 

•Improve the housing and handling of animals in research, and encourage the development and 

implementation of alternatives to experimentation on live animals; 



•Preserve species threatened with extinction, and protect wildlife from harmful exploitation and 

destruction of critical habitat;  

•Protect companion animals from cruelty and violence, including appalling conditions in commercial 

trade; and  

•Prevent injury and death of animals caused by harsh transport conditions.” 

 (Quoted from: http://awionline.org/content/who-we-are, http://awionline.org/content/aims-and-

goals) 

 

WORLD SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS (WSPA) 

„WSPA was formed after the 1981 merger of The World Federation for 

the Protection of Animals and the International Society for the 

Protection of Animals. In our first year we exposed the cruelty of the 

frogs’ leg trade; investigated the suffering of livestock transported 

between Africa and Ireland and eased the suffering of animals when an 

earthquake struck in Southern Italy. The World Society for the 

Protection of Animals exists to tackle animal cruelty across the globe. 

We work directly with animals and with the people and organisations 

that can ensure animals are treated with respect and compassion.  

We improve animals’ lives and prevent animal cruelty by working directly with communities and 

owners. Working on the ground with local partners for greatest effect, we are active in more than 50 

countries. We have consultative status at the Council of Europe and collaborate with national 

governments, the United Nations, the Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Organisation 

for Animal Health – influencers with the power to improve the lives of millions of animals. We are 

uniquely placed to bring animals into the heart of the most pressing global debates and prove the 

links between good animal welfare and successful sustainable development. When disaster strikes, 

we make sure that animals – so vital for community recovery – are not forgotten by working with 

partner organisations, governments, humanitarian groups and international agencies.”  

(Quoted from: http://www.wspa-international.org/whoarewe/Default.aspx) 

 

 

Sources:  

http://awionline.org/content/who-we-are, http://www.ifaw.org/european-union,  

http://www.wspa-international.org/ 

 

 

 

  



1. Reading comprehension. Answer the questions 

 

a. Why was IFAW founded in 1969? 

b. What was the first welfare issue that AWI dealt with after its foundation? 

c. Which organization helps as a consultant at the Council of Europe? 

d. Which two institutions focus on ban of commercial whaling? 

e. Do you know any Czech or Slovak animal welfare organizations? What do they focus on? 

 

2. Translate the following phrases from the text. The first letters have been given. 

 

a. nezbytný pro uzdravení   v______________  f_________  r________________ 

b. udržitelný rozvoj   s_________________  d_______________________ 

c. pracovat přímo se zvířaty  w___________  d_____________ w____ a_________ 

d. jednat s respektem    t_____________  w_________  r_________________ 

e. celosvětový dopad   g___________________  i______________________ 

f. postupně růst    g___________________ g______________________ 

g. těsně po katastrofách   i_____ t_____ w____________  o____ d___________ 

h. podporovat rodinná hospodářství s____________  f_______________  f_____________ 

i. vývoj a realizace   d___________________ and  i__________________ 

j. ohrožený vymřením   t________________  w_________  e______________ 

 

3. Gap fill: Fill in the gaps in the text below with the words from the box 

steel,    address,    years,    is,    used,    our,    Another,    raise,    on,    that 

 

In the organization's early ……………. , our particular emphasis was ……….. the desperate needs of 

animals …………….. for experimentation. In the decades ……………. followed, we expanded the scope of 

our work to ………………………. many other areas of animal suffering. Today, one of ……………. greatest 

areas of emphasis is cruel animal factories, which ………………. and slaughter pigs, cows, chickens and 

other animals.  ………………………….. major AWI effort ………….. our quest to end the torture inflicted on 

furbearing animals by …………….. jaw leghold traps and wire snares.  

4. Lexis 

Write the proper word form and translate the new word into Czech 

 

NOUN ADJECTIVE Czech translation 

locality   

enthusiasm   

influence   

importance   



example   

 cruel  

 commercial  

 critical   

 painful  

 violent  

VERB NOUN Czech translation 

attend   

investigate   

ban   

suffer   

 consultant  

 dependence  

 prevention  

 

 

5. Translate the following sentences into English: 

 

1. Musíme zachovat druhy ohrožené vymřením a měli bychom chránit zvířata před násilím. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Organizace na ochranu zvířat spolupracují s vládami, vědci, průmyslem a veřejností. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Některé společnosti vznikly fúzí dvou jiných institucí. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Poskytujete přímou pomoc v případě přírodní pohromy? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Rádi bychom zabránili zraněním zvířat, která jsou způsobená krutou přepravou. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  



VOCABULARY 

abolish /əˈbɒlɪʃ/ zrušit, odstranit 

achieve /əˈtʃiːv/ dosáhnout, dokázat 

advocate /ˈædvəkeɪt/ hájit, obhajovat 

alleviate /əˈliːvieɪt/ zmírnit, zmenšit 

appalling /əˈpɔːlɪŋ/ děsivý 

attend /əˈtend/ zúčastnit se, navštěvovat 

compassion /kəmˈpæʃ(ə)n/ soucit 

consultative /kənˈsʌltətɪv/ poradní 

desperate /ˈdesp(ə)rət/ zoufalý, beznadějný 

ease /iːz/ zmírnit, ulevit 

emphasis /ˈemfəsɪs/ důraz, zaměření 

engagement /ɪnˈɡeɪdʒmənt/ závazek, povinnost 

enthusiast /ɪnˈθjuːziæst/ nadšenec 

exemplary /ɪɡˈzempləri/ příkladný, vzorový 

expand /ɪkˈspænd/ rozrůst, rozšířit 

expose /ɪkˈspəʊz vystavit, konfrontovat 

hands-on /hændz ɒn/ přímý, praktický, osobní 

harsh /hɑː(r)ʃ/ drsný, krutý 

impact /ˈɪmpækt/ dopad, vliv, ovlivnit 

implement /ˈɪmplɪˌment/ zrealizovat, uskutečnit 

inflict /ɪnˈflɪkt/ způsobit 

influential /ˌɪnfluˈenʃ(ə)l/ vlivný 

livestock /ˈlaɪvˌstɒk/ hospodářská zvířata 

local /ˈləʊk(ə)l/ místní 

merger /ˈmɜː(r)dʒə(r)/ fúze 

preserve /prɪˈzɜː(r)v/ zachovat, konzervovat 

quest /kwest/ pátrání, pátrat 

scope /skəʊp/ rozsah, rámec 

snare /sneə(r)/ oko, smyčka, nástraha 

steel /stiːl/ ocel 

sustainable /səˈsteɪnəb(ə)l/ (trvale) udržitelný 

tackle /ˈtæk(ə)l/ pustit se, poprat se s  

trap /træp/ past, léčka, chytit do pasti 

vital /ˈvaɪt(ə)l/ životně důležitý, nezbytný 

 

 


