
12. Wildlife trade 

Wildlife trade is any sale or exchange of wild animal and plant resources by people. This can involve 

live animals and plants or a diverse range of products needed or prized by humans—including skins, 

medicinal ingredients, tourist curios, timber, fish and other food products. Most wildlife trade is 

probably within national borders, but there is a large volume of wildlife in trade internationally. 

The wildlife trade involves hundreds of millions of individual plants and animals from tens of 

thousands of species. Not all trade is legal of course: between 2005 and 2009 EU enforcement 

authorities made over 12,000 seizures of illegal wildlife products in the EU. 

Illegal wildlife trade causes additional problems. The species traded are often already highly 

threatened and in danger of extinction, conditions under which wildlife is transport are often 

appalling, operators are unscrupulous and do not care how they damage the environment (for 

example they use cyanide to kill fish, or log in protected areas; illegal trade undermines nations' 

efforts to manage their natural resources sustainably and causes massive economic losses in lost 

earnings. It is often said that illegal wildlife trade is the third most valuable illicit commerce behind 

drugs and arms.  

There are certain places where wildlife trade is particularly threatening called "wildlife trade 

hotspots". They include China's international borders, trade hubs in East/Southern Africa and South-

east Asia, the eastern borders of the European Union, some markets in Mexico, parts of the 

Caribbean, parts of Indonesia and New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands. 

Legislation is a vital way to control wildlife trade, but to be successful, laws need to be widely 

understood, accepted and practical to apply. The 27 Member States of the European Union (EU) form 

one of the three largest wildlife consumer markets in the world, (alongside the USA and Japan). 

Millions of live animals and plants are imported every year, including parrots from South America, 

caviar from the Caspian Sea, reptiles from Africa and orchids from Southeast Asia. A huge variety of 

wildlife products including shoes or bags made of reptile skin, timber products such as furniture and 

dried plants used in medicines are in high demand by EU consumers. 

International trade in species of conservation concern is monitored by CITES (The Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) which is implemented in the EU 

through the European Community (EC) Wildlife Trade Regulations and national laws. From 2005 - 

2009, CITES recorded an annual average of more than 317,000 live birds, just over 2 million live 

reptiles, 2.5 million crocodilian skins, 1.5 million lizard skins, 2.1 million snake skins, 73 tonnes of 

caviar, 1.1 million coral pieces and nearly 20,000 hunting trophies. 



alongside /əˈlɒŋˌsaɪd/ bok po boku 

appalling /əˈpɔːlɪŋ/ děsivý 

caviar /ˈkæviˌɑː(r)/ kaviár 

coral /ˈkɒrəl/ korál 

curio /ˈkjʊəriəʊ/ sběratelská kuriozita, kousek 

cyanide /ˈsaɪənaɪd/ kyanid 

hotspot /spɒt/ neklidná oblast 

hub /hʌb/ středisko, centrum 

illicit /ɪˈlɪsɪt/ nedovolený, nezákonný 

prize /praɪz/ ocenit, vážit si 

sustainably /səˈsteɪnəb(ə)li/ udržitelně 

timber /ˈtɪmbə(r)/ stavební dřevo 

undermine /ˌʌndə(r)ˈmaɪn/ postupně oslabit, podrýt 

unscrupulous /ʌnˈskruːpjʊləs/ bezohledný, bezcharakterní 

poaching /pəʊtʃɪŋ/ pytlačení 

smuggling /ˈsmʌɡ(ə)lɪŋ/ pašování, pašeráctví 

trapping /træpɪŋ/ chytání do pasti 

violation /ˌvaɪəˈleɪʃ(ə)n/ porušení, nedodržení 

applicable /əˈplɪkəb(ə)l/ příslušný, platný 

evasion /ɪˈveɪʒ(ə)n/ vyhýbání se, vyhnutí 

contraband /ˈkɒntrəbænd/ pašované zboží, nezákonně vyvážený 

inmate /ˈɪnˌmeɪt/ chovanec, pacient, vězeň 

 



1. Fill in the gaps with the appropriate form of the word: 

Poaching is the unlawful or illegal taking of wild plants or animals, such as through ..................... 

(hunt), harvesting, fishing, or trapping. The law ..................... (concern) may be a law of ..................... 

(proper), of regulation, or of ..................... (locality) or international conservation and wildlife 

.....................  (manage). Violations of hunting laws and regulations are normally punishable by law 

and, collectively, such violations are ..................... (know) as poaching.  

Smuggling is the illegal transportation of ..................... (good) or persons, such as out of a building, 

into a prison, or across an international border, in ..................... (violate) of applicable laws or other 

..................... (regulate). There are various ..................... (motivate) to smuggle. These ..................... 

(inclusive) the participation in illegal trade, such as in the drug trade, in illegal immigration or illegal 

emigration, tax evasion, providing contraband to a prison inmate, or the theft of the items being 

smuggled.  

2. Match the two parts of the sentences and translate them into Czech: 

1) Rhinoceros horns and other 

products, 

date back to the period 200 B.C.–200 A.D. 

2) The horns have been used to 

reduce 

rhinoceros horn has never been used in traditional 

medicine as an aphrodisiac. 

3) Records of rhinoceros horn use as 

a medicine in China 

such as blood, skin and urine, have long been 

important constituents in traditional Chinese 

medicines. 

4) Contrary to popular myth, a ban on the export of rhinoceros horn. 

5) A recent upsurge in rhinoceros 

poaching is closely 

linked to increased demand for rhinoceros horn in Asia 

6) South Africa holds by far the 

largest number of rhinoceroses, 

fevers, headaches and other illnesses. 

7) From September 2010, the UK 

Government announced 

so is the most heavily targeted country by poachers. 

 

 



1) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

2) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

3) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

4) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

5) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

6) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

7) ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Translate the following phrases into English: 

1) uvnitř státních hranic   ................................................................................. 

2) být úspěšný    ................................................................................. 

3) sušené rostliny používané v lékařství ................................................................................. 

4) hatí a ještěrčí kůže   ................................................................................. 

5) každoročně dovážený   ................................................................................. 

6) zaznamenaný roční průměr  ................................................................................. 

7) prodej a vyměňování divokých zvířat ................................................................................. 

8) hrozné přepravní podmínky  ................................................................................. 

9) výkonné orgány   ................................................................................. 

10) zničené životní prostředí  ................................................................................. 

 

4. Can you name the endangered animals in the picture? What do you know about them? 
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